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Lesson 24
Acts 28:17-31

	[image: image6.jpg]BIBLE
APPLICATION

CLASS

-




	[image: image2.png]



	[image: image3.png]



	[image: image4.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://static.thenounproject.com/png/1263016-200.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.png]




	Pray
	Observe
	Interpret
	Apply


Lecture Review – Please share thoughts or challenges you received from the last summary lecture. 

LESSON QUESTIONS

Summary Statement – Write a brief summary statement or outline for Acts 28:17-31.
1. Describe Paul’s situation in Rome in Acts 28:14-16.
2. In your own words, why did Paul want to meet with the local Jewish leaders? Acts 28:17-20
How was Paul’s meeting consistent with his practices of sharing the gospel in other places?

What was the Jews’ initial response to Paul’s message? Acts 28:21-22
3. Explain what happened when Paul met with the larger group of Jews. Acts 28:23

Describe the results of this meeting. Acts 28:24-25a

(Opinion/Application) Reread Acts 28:21-23. Meditate on the idea that Paul - the most active apostle recorded in scripture, an eyewitness of Jesus Christ, a highly educated man, and a skilled speaker – taught people who had heard that Christianity was not well-received but welcomed Paul’s teaching. For an entire day, Paul taught about Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s promised kingdom, and not even Paul’s teaching could persuade some of them to believe in Jesus. What does that tell you about what it takes to receive the gospel?
4. What did Paul say that agitated the Jews to the point that they left the meeting? Acts 28:25b-28 (see also Isaiah 6:9-10)
5. Isaiah prophesied about the Jews’ hardness of heart. Describe the attitude at the root of being able to “hear but never understand” and “see but never perceive”? Acts 28:27-28
(Application) Explain how Acts 28:26-27 can be observed in the world today.

6. How long did Paul stay in Rome? Acts 28:30 ______________________________
What are the last words recorded in the Book of Acts about the apostle Paul? Acts 28:30-31
7. (Application) Given all that we have read in the Book of Acts, especially the last half of the book, it is easy to think that the Book of Acts presents a narrative of Paul’s life after his conversion. However, the Book of Acts ends with Paul on house arrest in Rome. What does that tell you about the purpose of the Book of Acts? 
8. Paul was released from this Roman imprisonment (recorded in Acts 28) around AD 62 presumably because he was innocent and/or the Jews did not pursue a trial. It is widely believed that Paul wrote letters to the churches at Ephesus, Philippi, and Colossae as well as a personal letter to his friend Philemon during his first Roman imprisonment described in Acts. In your own words, what did Paul say of his imprisonment when he wrote to the church at Philippi in Philippians 1:12-14? 
(Application) How is Paul’s attitude an encouragement to you?

9. Paul waited for justice for two years in Caesarea (Acts 24:27) and waited an additional two years in Rome (Acts 28:30-31). Read Acts 9:16, then 2 Corinthians 11:25-28, and list other hardships Paul faced for sharing the gospel. 

(Application) Read Philippians 4:11-13 and 2 Corinthians 4:7-9. Paul’s words remind us that contentment is learned through experience and any human weakness or hardship is an opportunity for God to display his power. In what ways can God display his power through you this week? 
PERSONAL APPLICATION
If Paul was released from the Acts 28 imprisonment in AD 62 and wrote to Timothy just before he died (2 Timothy 4:6-8), then Paul had a few more years of life after Acts 28. Some New Testament letters provide information about Paul travelling, preaching the gospel, and discipling brothers and sisters in the faith during that time. The Bible does not record how or exactly when Paul died, but history indicates that Paul died for his faith. Around the time when Emperor Nero persecuted and killed Christians, Paul was arrested and bound with chains in a jail cell in Rome (2 Timothy 2:9). The Book of 2 Timothy is Paul’s last letter recorded in scripture. While Paul’s tone reveals weariness and loneliness, he encouraged Timothy with joy and hope. Like Timothy, we have followed Paul’s teaching and conduct this year. Read and meditate on Paul’s words to Timothy in the following verses. Personalize these verses and apply them to your present circumstances as a witness of Jesus Christ. 
2 Timothy 3:10-17

2 Timothy 4:1-5
What would you say to encourage someone in faith today like Paul did for Timothy in the first century?
Complete this statement:  This lesson causes me to ________________________________________________________.
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