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REVIEW AND APPLICATION: GOSPEL SHARING & GOSPEL RESPONSES
(Before you begin answering the lesson questions, read Psalms 100, 84 and 150. Take time to praise God and give thanks to Him.(
Acts 13:2 ESV says of the church at Antioch, “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said…” The Greek word for “worshiping” is leitourgeō, and it is the word from which we get the word “liturgy.” In ancient Israel, this word meant serving God through personal resources or “to serve at one’s own cost,” meaning that people “tended to the service of the King.” Today, the word “liturgy” is associated with rituals of public worship. Based on the word’s original meaning, what does (or could) it look like in your life today to “tend to the service of the King” or worship God rather than “attend a church service?”
With regard to the apostle Paul, the Book of Acts records the story of his conversion, missionary journeys, and trip to Rome. On all of his journeys, Paul’s purpose was to proclaim God’s grace in forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ. Using the passages and questions below, review Paul’s journeys with a focus on the people he met, how they responded to the gospel, and how you can apply what you have learned this year.
Bar-Jesus/Elymus (Acts 13:4-12)

Elymus was both a Jew and a sorcerer, which was a contradiction because sorcery was prohibited by Mosaic Law. Elymas compromised his Jewish faith to combine different schools of thought in order to grow in personal power. He wanted the power of Jesus without humility and repentance. Where do you see this compromise in today’s society? 

In Acts 13:8, Elymas attempted to turn Sergius Paulus away from the faith. Who might try to draw people away from the faith today? What arguments do they present?
In Paul’s rebuke of Elymus (addressing his sin), Paul called the man a son of the devil and enemy of righteousness making crooked the straight paths of the Lord (Acts 13:9-11). How does Paul’s response to Elymus inform your understanding of how to respond to ideas that compromise the truth of the gospel and individuals willing to compromise the truth of the gospel? 
Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:4-12) 
According to Acts 13:7, Sergius Paulus, was “a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.” He was a Gentile and proconsul (or “deputy”) of the Rome. Once Sergius Paulus saw the power of the Lord, he believed, “for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord” (Acts 13:12). Sergius Paulus had a conversation about God, then saw evidence of God’s power. What steps can you take to notice the people God puts in your life – from ordinary interactions with people who pass by to those closest to you – and the opportunities for conversations about God?

What steps can you take be more prepared to have a conversation or explain and share God’s Word?

People of Lystra (Acts 14:8-23)
When the people of Lystra witnessed Paul’s healing of a man crippled from birth, they praised Barnabas and Paul and called them gods (specifically, Zeus and Hermes, respectively). Barnabas and Paul tore their garments as a sign of profound distress over the response of the people of Lystra. Barnabas and Paul rejected the people’s worship and tried to explain that it was God who took care of them and desired for them to turn to Him. Their attempt “scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them” (Acts 14:18). What did Barnabas and Paul say about God to these people with no Judeo-Christian background?

According to Acts 14:19, Jews from Antioch and Iconium traveled to persuade the people of Lystra to reject the gospel message. The enemies of the faith (the stumbling blocks to belief) were the Jews, God’s people, who prevented people in Lystra from believing in Jesus Christ. Describe how nominal or lukewarm Christians are enemies to the faith today. 
Lydia (Acts 16:11-15)

Acts 16:14 says Lydia was “a worshiper of God” and that when she heard the message of Christ, “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.” Record your thoughts and the encouragement you receive from reading about the Lord’s presence, power, and action in this verse.
Describe the fruit of Lydia’s salvation, the evidence of her faith in Acts 16:15.
The slave girl’s owners (Acts 16:16-24) 
The slave girl’s owners experienced financial loss because of the gospel and so rejected the gospel. What financial concerns keep people from the gospel today?

Philippian jailer (Acts 16:25-34)
In the life of the Philippian jailer, God’s power was on display in His creation, and God used panic and concern for his physical safety to confront the jailer with his spiritual needs. Read the passage again with particular attention to how the jailer’s initial response to his circumstances changed after hearing what Paul said to him. What changed in the jailer’s life from verse 27 to verse 32?

Describe the fruit of the man’s salvation, the evidence of his faith in verses 32-36. 
How did God show you your need for His forgiveness?
What was the initial fruit of your salvation or evidence of your faith? What evidence of faith can people notice in you today that makes you different than the world?
People of Athens at the Areopagus (Acts 17:16-34)

In Athens, by making observations about the culture around him, Paul made a bridge to the gospel, then explained his Christian beliefs. According to Romans 1:16-17, what unique power does the gospel message have? 
Why should you continue to share the gospel at every opportunity?

Which part(s) of the gospel do you have the most difficulty explaining or discussing?

What steps can you take to better prepare yourself to proclaim this part or these parts of God’s story?

Felix (Acts 24)
Acts 24:22 indicates that Governor Felix had a “rather accurate knowledge of the Way.” When Felix was confronted with his own moral shortcomings and the threat of divine judgment, he became afraid, decided to stop listening, and sent Paul away until a more convenient time. Sometimes, fear is a healthy response to the reality of grave consequences. When a person is sensitive to a conscience prodded with conviction, like Felix, he or she will also feel inconveniently uncomfortable and perhaps want to avoid the truth. How do people put off the gospel today? (Personal Reflection: are you putting off the gospel or the practice of repentance today?)
The gospel demands a response. What Felix thought was a delayed decision was actually a conclusive stance. Whether people want to hear it or not, the truth of Christ cannot be dismissed. Despite his fear of what Paul had to say, Felix thought he might profit from Paul, so he kept returning to conversations with Paul for two years. Felix demonstrated several responses to the gospel – curiosity; perhaps a desire to learn; bringing along someone to hear with him; realizing that Jesus is important, but not important enough to understand what it means to follow Him; fear because he realized he wasn’t right before God but saw the gospel as an inconvenience rather than good news and comfort. Think about someone specific with whom you can share information about God’s desire for righteousness, humility, and repentance. What could you say?

For two years, though, Paul kept showing up to Felix with willingness to talk about what he believed. As a favor to himself when he stepped down from power (to stay in the Jews’ good graces), Felix left Paul in prison. Over those two years of imprisonment (and throughout this life), Paul continued to share the gospel despite the consequences, his circumstances, and the motives of others. How would you encourage someone to persevere in sharing the gospel with someone who, despite being well-informed, has chosen to remain an observer of Christ and has yet to humble himself or herself before the Lord? What truths or verses come to mind?
(Reread your answer above as encouragement for yourself.(  
How did God describe himself in Exodus 34:6-7?

Use the following verses to list some of the ways God cared for Paul. Try to use only 1-3 words to summarize God’s provision in each set of verses.

Acts 9:12; 16:9; 18:9a; 21:10-11 

Acts 9:15; 13:2; 16:6-7; 19:21; 20:22-23 

Acts 9:17-18 

Acts 9:19, 22 

Acts 9:23-25, 30; 16:25-27; 17:10, 14; 22:29; 23:31 

Acts 13:46; 14:3a; 19:8 

Acts 14:3b; 15:12; 16:18; 19:6, 11-12; 20:10 

Acts 14:28; 15:35; 24:23 

Acts 16:25; 18:9b-10; 23:11 

Taken together, what do the above verses from Exodus and Acts tell you about God’s character?

Which characteristic stands out to you in your present circumstances and why?

Describe the importance of understanding the character of God as it relates to understanding the gospel message. 

What do you think your personal role is in God’s missionary work right now? Be as specific as you can.
You may never see the fruits of your conversations or personally benefit in this life from being faithful to the Lord and sharing your faith. The concept of “hope” in the New Testament (under the new covenant) is rooted in faith that Jesus Christ fulfilled the Old Testament promises (Matthew 12:21, 1 Peter 1:3), exists through the presence of the promised Holy Spirit (Romans 8:23-25, Galatians 5:5), and is both produced by endurance through suffering (Romans 5:1-5) and inspires endurance (Hebrews 6:11-12, 1 Thes. 1:2-3). 
Meditate on the following verses and personalize them with regard to your sharing of the gospel. Record your thoughts about the encouragement you receive from God’s Word to persevere in hope, or “confident expectation” of God’s promises of a blessed future.
1 John 1:5-10
Titus 2:11-14

1 Peter 1:3-9
Hebrews 11:1

Romans 5:1-5
Romans 12:12
Isaiah 40:28-31
This lesson causes me to ________________________________________________________________.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. -- Romans 15:13
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