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REVIEW AND APPLICATION: GOSPEL SHARING & GOSPEL RESPONSES
I. Important Concepts of Faith
A. The Character God

· If we do not understand who God is, we will not understand why we need his salvation and why Jesus died on a cross. God created the world and everything in it; he is holy; he is just; he is full of grace.
B. The Sinfulness of Man

· A person cannot realize how good the news of Jesus is until the person sees his or her own sinfulness. We will have a humble view of ourselves when we view God as holy.
C. The Sufficiency of Christ

· Jesus’ divinity and humanity resolve the tension between God’s love and God’s justice toward sinners. Jesus lived a perfect life and is the perfect and only substitute to pay the penalty for sin. Jesus’ death satisfies the wrath of God and his resurrection demonstrates the power of God. Jesus alone can remove our sin and restore our relationship with God.
D.  The Necessity of Faith

· The goal of the gospel (the good news of Jesus) is to restore humanity to God which can only be done through faith in Jesus. Faith requires knowledge of God, belief in God, and trust in God. Knowing about God is different than knowing God as Lord and Savior.

· James 2:19 says that even demons believe in God (knowledge and belief), but they are not saved, so “believing in God” is not enough for salvation. In Acts 26:26-28, King Agrippa had knowledge of Christ (knowledge) and even believed what Paul said of Christ was true (belief; agreement with the truth of Christ). However, even Agrippa knew he (himself) was not a Christ-follower (trust).

· Trusting Christ means both trusting him as savior from the punishment of sin (repentance for salvation) and trusting him enough to surrender your will to His (ongoing repentance as we pursue lives of holiness pleasing to God).
E. The Urgency of Eternity

· Eternal destiny hinges on how a person responds to the truth about Jesus. There are two responses to Jesus (trust or lack of trust) and two eternal destinations (heaven and hell). 
II. Personal Application - How do you answer the following questions that shape what you believe?

A. Who is God?

B. Who am I?

C. How is Jesus unique?

D. What does it mean to follow Jesus?

E. Why is it important to follow Jesus?
“’But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’” Acts 1:8
“…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” 1 Peter 3:14-15
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