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Lesson 3 Lecture Outline
Luke 3
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	Pray
	Observe
	Interpret
	Apply


Luke 3
I. Background (Historical Reliability of Scripture)
A. The time in which Jesus was born

a. ~753BC: Traditional founding date of Rome

b. 586BC: Jews were taken captive to Babylon in the final invasion (after many battles), ruled by Nebuchadnezzar; temple was destroyed (temple rebuilt ~538-516BC)
c. 336BC: Alexander the Great became ruler of Macedonia and Greece
d. By 146BC: Rome conquered Greece
e. 133BC: Rome gained Asia and the Middle East

f. ~46BC: Julius Caesar became sole leader of the Roman World

g. 27BC: Octavian became the leader of Rome and was given the title “Augustus” 
h. Jesus was likely born sometime between 6-4BC

B. The time in which Jesus ministered 
a. Herod the Great was the Palestinian ruler when Jesus was born (and called “King of the Jews”). When he died around 4AD, his kingdom was split into four parts with four different rulers (tetrarch means “ruler of one quarter”). 
b. Pharisees, Herodians, Sadducees, Sanhedrin, scribes, lawyers
II. Setting the Scene








  Luke 3:1-2, 19-20
III. John’s Message









Luke 3:3-18
A. A baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins
B. Bear fruits in keeping with repentance
C. A greater one is coming

IV. God’s Promises Fulfilled Again







Luke 3:21-33

V. Personal Application
A. How will you let this lesson change the way you praise God, repent of sin, or trust more deeply in God’s promises?
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