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Lesson 11
Christmas Lesson
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	Pray
	Observe
	Interpret
	Apply


Lecture Review – Please share thoughts or challenges you received from the last summary lecture. 

LESSON QUESTIONS
1. Christmas, of course, celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. The Advent tradition seems to have begun around the 4th century when the date of Christmas became fixed. Early Advent observances involved engagement in prayer and meditation to prepare hearts with hopeful anticipation of the advent or arrival of Jesus of Nazareth, the long-awaited Messiah, on Earth. Historically, advent focused two weeks on the one who came to save and two weeks on the one who will again come in glory. Today, many Christ-followers who observe advent engage in scripture study that emphasizes hope, peace, love, and joy on the four Sundays and weeks leading up to Christmas Day.

The Old Testament prophets brought reminders of God’s mighty acts in the past and messages of God’s mighty acts to come. The prophets spoke of God’s promise to send a rescuer, and humans waited and hoped for God to act. During the Christmas season, we remember God’s promise and his faithfulness as we corporately bear witness to Jesus’ birth. When the New Testament talks about the second advent, the return of Jesus Christ, we sense for ourselves the hopeful anticipation shared by thousands of God’s people throughout history.

Read and meditate on the following scripture. Record words and phrases that stand out to you about the hopeful anticipation of Jesus’ arrival.
Amos 9:11-13

Micah 5:2 and 7:18-20

Hosea 14:4-7

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

Isaiah 11:1-5

Luke 1:26-2:20

Revelation 21:1-7
2. Four episodes of praise are quoted in the Christmas story. Read the four passages of scripture listed below, and record your thoughts and the verses that stand out to you. Consider your study of the minor prophets’ continual messages from the Lord and note if or how your understanding of these passages has changed (e.g., deepened).
Luke 1:46-55 (Mary’s Song of Praise)
Luke 1:67-79 (Zechariah’s Prophecy)
Luke 2:13-14 (The Shepherds and Angels Praising God)
Luke 2:25-32 (Simeon’s Praise)
3. (Opinion/Application) With our study of the minor prophets in mind, read Psalm 96. As you sing about the Lord this Christmas, sing also to the Lord! Below are words from familiar Christmas hymns you will likely find yourself singing in the coming weeks. Though these words are not scripture, they reflect the stories of God’s people recorded in the Old Testament and the longing of our hearts today. Sing these verses and choruses to the Lord and write what they mean for your personal relationship with the Lord this year.
A. “O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.” Based on your study of the minor prophets, what does it mean that captive Israel mourned in lonely exile? 
How do we mourn in lonely exile on earth? 

B. “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.”  These lyrics help us remember that God’s chosen people, Israel, once longed for him to come and rescue them. Even when the loneliness, sorrow, and hurt of this broken world is so evident and palpable, we can rejoice in what’s to come; Emmanuel will come to us again (Revelation 22:20). What a gift that we can celebrate with great hope that the Son of God will appear! What practical steps will you commit to taking to remember God’s promises this Christmas? (e.g., consider church services, daily devotions, etc.)
C. “Come and behold him born the King of Angels. O come, let us adore him…Christ the Lord.” Record scriptures that you have hidden in your heart or take time to look up scriptures you recall that help you adore Christ the Lord. Consider making a list of scriptures or writing them on post-it notes or index cards and posting them around your home to remind you of God’s Word and help you keep your eyes and mind on Jesus this season.
D. “Light and life to all he brings”; “Son of God, love’s pure light. Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus Lord, at Thy birth”. (John 1:9 and 8:12; Matthew 5:16; 1 Thes. 5:5; 1 John 1:5-6; Isaiah 9:2; Acts 26:12-18) How does the light of God pierce the darkness of winter and the darkness in the world?
E. “Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king! Let every heart prepare him room and heaven and nature sing.” What does it mean for you to “prepare him room” in your heart this Christmas season?
PERSONAL APPLICATION
We all experience seasons of waiting. Sometimes, we wait for answered prayer, for healing, for justice, for uncomfortable feelings to get smaller and more manageable. Sometimes, we wait for a prodigal child to return to the Lord or a friend to receive to salvation. We are all waiting on the return of Jesus Christ. Waiting is often hard and uncomfortable, but it is necessary to God’s plan. Scripture shows us that waiting is part of our spiritual growth and formation and that God provides comfort and promises blessing to those who wait (Lamentations 3:25, Psalm 25:3, Psalm 27:14, Isaiah 30:18, Isaiah 40:31). Waiting teaches us patience and dependence on God. Whatever it is you might be waiting on, use these psalms this Christmas season to exercise a patient, confident trust in the Lord.

Psalm 33 (especially verses 20-22)
Psalm 37 (especially verses 7 and 39-40)
Psalm 130 (especially verses 5-6)
Complete this statement:  This lesson causes me to ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________.
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