[image: image1.png]e



Lesson 2
Psalms 1-2
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	Pray
	Observe
	Interpret
	Apply


Psalms 1-2
I. Some Features of Hebrew Poetry
A. Structure

1. Colon (plural form = cola): a phrase 
a. Bicolon: two phrases of poetry; each separate phrase is a colon, but the collection is referred to as a single unit (plural = bicola)




Example: Psalm 1:2 “but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
  





  and on his law he meditates day and night.”
b. Tricolon: three phrases of poetry, each separate phrase is a colon, but the collection is referred to as a single unit (plural = tricola) 

Example: Psalm 1:1 “Blessed is the man
 


   
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,




nor stands in the way of sinners,
   



nor sits in the seat of scoffers;”
2. Line: a group of cola (usually made from 2 cola, but can be made from 1 or 3; e.g. Psalm 1:1)
3. Strophe: a group of closely related lines
4. Stanza: a group of closely related strophes
5. Chiasm: a series followed by the reverse of the series (e.g. the poetic forms ABBA, ABCBA)

B. Parallelism 
1. Definition: “the art of saying something twice with a difference added in the second phrase” (Mark Futato) 

a. That is, the relatedness of two phrases of a poetic line, or the flow of thought from one phrase to the next)
2. Can be for emphasis (restatement), similarity, contrast, correlation, and more
3. Examples from Psalm 117:1 “Praise the Lord, all you nations,






Extol him, all you peoples.”



Ecclesiastes 10:2: “The heart of the wise inclines to the right,






But the heart of the fool to the left.”

C. Imagery (three parts)
1. Topic: the topic of the image

2. Vehicle: the figurative part of the image

3. Tenor: the point of similarity

4. Examples

Psalm 1:3a: “He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.”

Psalm 1:4: “The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.”

II. Psalm 1: “The righteous are blessed. The wicked are judged. The choice is yours.”
A. Chiastic structure: ABCBA (A: v. 1-2, 5; B: v. 3a and 4b; C (main point): v. 3b and 4a)
B. The Way of the Righteous (Verses 1-3)
C. The Way of the Wicked (Verses 4-5)
D. Which way will you choose? (Verse 6)
III. Psalm 2: The Lord reigns. 
A. Chiastic structure: ABCDCBA (A: v. 1 & 12b; B: v. 2-3 & 10-12a; C: v. 4-5 & 9; D: v. 6-8)
B. Rejection of the Lord (Verses 1-3)
C. Reaction of the Lord (Verses 4-9)
D. Reaction to the Lord (Verses 10-12)
IV. Personal Application
A. Allow the Scripture to renew your mind about the true state of the righteous (blessing) and the wicked (judgment).
B. Submitting to God’s rule is blessed; in Him is protection, safety, and blessing.
C. Other notes
Psalm 1 (English Standard Version)

The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked
1 Blessed is the man
    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
 nor stands in the way of sinners,
    nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
    and on his law he meditates day and night.
3 He is like a tree
    planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
    and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
4 The wicked are not so,
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked will perish.
Psalm 2 (English Standard Version) 

The Reign of the Lord's Anointed
1 Why do the nations rage
    and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
    and the rulers take counsel together,
    against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying,
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart
    and cast away their cords from us.”
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs;
    the Lord holds them in derision.
5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
    and terrify them in his fury, saying,
6 “As for me, I have set my King
    on Zion, my holy hill.”
7 I will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
    today I have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
    and the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron
    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”
10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
    be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11 Serve the Lord with fear,
    and rejoice with trembling.
12 Kiss the Son,
    lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
    for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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